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TAGS: SOPN, SCUL, OEXC, UR 

SUBJECT: POSTPONEMENT OF VAAP INVITATION TO ACT 
REF: (A) MOSCOW 7250, (B) MOSCOW 7459 

1 . TAGANKA THEATER DIRECTOR YURIY LYUBIMOV WAS UNAWARE OF 
VAAP'S DECISION TO POSTPONE THEIR INVITATION TO EDITH 
MARKSON AND BILL BALL TILL P & C COUNSELOR BEGAN SPEAKING 
WITH HIM OF IT AT AN APRIL 12 UENING RECEPTION. HE HAD 
BEEN MAKING PLANS TO RECEIVE THE AMERICAN CONSERVATORY 
THEATER (ACT) REPRESENTATIVES. LYUBIMOV SAID, AND HE 
EXPRESSED AMAZEMENT AND CHAGRIN THAT HE HAD NOT BEEN 
CONSULTED, OR INFORMED OFFICIALLY. HE REITERATED HIS 
INTERPRETATION OF DEMICHEV'S REMARKS TO HIM ON APRIL 7 
(REF A) TO INDICATE THAT THE ACT'S PROPOSALS WOULD BE 
EVALUATED ON THEIR MERITS BY THE MINISTRY OF CULTURE WHILE 
MARKSON AND BALL WERE IN MOSCOW LATER THIS MONTH. HE 
WONDERED NOW WHETHER THE CHANCES HAD NOT IMPROVED FOR 
THE TAGANKA THEATER'S MUCH-DISCUSSED TOUR OF ITALY, 
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SCHEDULED FOR LATER THIS YEAR. WHETHER LYUBIMOV WAS 
GRASPING AT STRAWS IS HARD TO SAY. IT HAD BEEN CLEAR IN 
HIS MIND, LYUBIMOV CONTINUED, THAT DEMICHEV'S ENCOURAGE- 
MENT TO GET ON WITH HIS WORK AT THE TAGANKA INDICATED AN 
OPEN MIND ABOUT ALL OF HIS PROPOSED FUTURE VENTURES OUTSIDE 
THE COUNTRY. HE EXPRESSED INCREDULITY THAT ' THEY 1 ' WOULD BE 
OBLIVIOUS TO THE DAMAGE TO THE SOVIET IMAGE AMONG 
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COMMUNIST PARTY AND LEFT LEANING INTELLECTUALS IN FRANCE 
AFTER THE STIR OVER THE CANCELLATION OF HIS PROPOSED 
STAGING OF "THE QUEEN OF SPADES". HE HAD HEARD, LYUBIMOV 
SAID, THAT THE "FRENCH CP KOMSOMOL" HAD WRITTEN TO 
"L'HUMANITE" PROTESTING THE MANNER IN WHICH HIS STAGING OF 
THE OPERA HAD BEEN ABORTED. HE HOPED "THEY" WOULD NOT BE 
SO STUPID AS TO REPEAT THE MISTAKE IN ITALY. IN 
SPEAKING WITH WESTERN NEWSMEN AT SAME RECEPTION, 

LYUBIMOV SEEMS TO HAVE RESTRICTED HIMSELF TO SAYING PLANS 
FOR HIS THEATER S ITALIAN TOUR WERE NOT FIRM. TOON 
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